
WOOD 

DUCK 


HAMILTON NATURALISTS’ CLUB 


MAIM POST OFFICE BOX 384 - HAMILTON ONTARIO 


VOLUME 21. NO. 8 APRIL, 1968 

OUR TRUST 

We are approaching the time of year which is most exciting to a lover of 
nature.... the return of the birds to their breeding grounds and the burgeoning of 
our beautiful wildflowers. 

The wildlife of Ontario with its flowers and ferns, shrubs and trees, 
birds and beasts, other creatures of the woods and rocks and rivers and lakes, 
is a panorama of beauty and wonder for all to enjoy. 

This is a rich heritage and it is ours to trust. As Members of the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club, let us do all we can to be true to our trust. 

Two properties now are owned and administered by our Club - SPOOKY 
HOLLOW SANCTUARY (near Normandale, Ontario) and the SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA 
(near Fonthill, Ontario). We have purchased these outstanding woodlots because 
they are remnants of our country, teeming with interest to the lover of nature. 

Most importantly - they are a refuge for wildlife. 

We need your financial support! We need it as quickly as you can see 
your way clear to send in your donation. The reasons why were outlined quite 
clearly, we felt, in the March, 1968 issue of the Wood Duck. 


IT IS AS SIMPLE AS THIS—THE FASTER THE MORTGAGE IS WIPED OUT - THE MORE 
MONEY WE SAVE! 

(continued next page....) 
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The Sanctuaries which we have established are our trust. We must not 
fail to support the Sanctuary Fund to the best of our ability. 

To date, we have received contributions from 137. of our Members, which 
represents 14% of the purchase price of this most recent Sanctuary. It is plain, 
therefore, that each Members must help support the Sanctuary Fund if we are to 
reach our objective. 

We repeat - a mortgage of $6,000 represents only 60 contributions of 
$100 each - or 200 contributions of $30 each. 

ON MARCH 5th LAST, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT GRANTED CERTIFICATION TO THE 
HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB AS A CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION, WHICH ENABLES US TO SEND 
AN OFFICIAL RECEIPT FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES TO EACH DONOR TO OUR SANCTUARY FUND. 

All donations - small or large - will be gratefully received. 

Remember.you are not doing this for yourself, or for me. These 

Sanctuary properties are for all to enjoy - ours in trust - to pass on unharmed to 
those who live after us. 

Let's go over the top not later than the end of April'. 




Marion S. Shivas 

March 21, 1968 

**gp** 

Director; - Sanctuary Committee, 


ERRATA - please refer to Map of SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA on page 7$ of the March, 


1968 Wood Duck - 

the street running along the,fron t of this property is CENTRE STREET . 
1^.was erroneously referred to as Cream Street. 

*************** 

SHORT HILLS. WILDERNESS AREA - How to get thefe ..alternate routes were given 

on page 80 of the March, 1968.Wood Duck. Please refer to Route A. Take Hwy. #6 to 
Ryckman's Corners. Turn left” on Hwy. #53 and .proceed to Hwy. #20 through to 
Bismarck. Hwy. #20 makes a complete left-hand turn at Bismarck. Proceed along 
Hwy. #20 a distance of 7.9 miles, turn left on North Pelham'Road. • At North Pelhap 
turn right on Metier Street and proceed east on Metier Street to intersection of 
Metier and Centre Streets. Turn left on Centre Street -property is on your right. 
Distance from turnoff at Hwy. #20 onto North Pelham Road, to property is 2,3 miles. 
Total distance to property ifrom foot of James Street mountain to front of property 
! is 31.9 miles. ************** 

• SP OOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY - How to get there - Take Hwy. #6 to Port Dover, passing 
through Caledonia, Hagersville and Jarvis. Proceed along Main Street ,of Port 
Dover, which is plainly marked Hwy. #24:, You will come to a full stop where this 
Highway comes down from Simcoe, Ontario'.'’'‘ TURN-LEFT HERE and proceed on this paved 
road for 4% miles. A white house with a white rail fence is on a corner here. 

Turn left on a gravel road. Follow this gravel road for a distance of .9 miles. 

It swings right and then left and winds down a hill where you cross Fisher Creek 
and arrive at the front entrance of Spooky Hollow. 

************** 

NOTES FROM OUR SANCTUARY FUND MAILBAG ..... 

R.C.D.: "As this is one of my main iqt.etests of the work of the Club - it's a 
.real pleasure to send this donation to help preserve a little bit of 
, ’ Ontario as God? gave; it to ua. ' More power to you for your efforts in this 
very important work'.'! ; , t _'V 

(continued next page, 


) 
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NOTES FROM OUR SANCTUARY FUND MAILBAG (continued from previous page.) - 

B.G.: "I am glad to contribute to the sanctuary fund while areas such as this 

are still available." 

H.B. s "I have sent try copy of The Wood Duck to a friend in Effingham, who I know 
will be as pleased to hear of this purchase as I am." 

J.J.C.: "It's a great venture, and we are all indebted to you for your efforts in 
this important cause." 

D.C.: "I would like to own a tree in Short Hills Area - any kind will do as 

long as it is a big one. Sincere congratulations'." 

J.D.: "I am thrilled to read that Dr. Hurlburt's woodlot is to become a sanctu¬ 

ary. The Club has made a wise decision in preserving this wilderness 
area," 

T.F.: (a non-Member) "Congratulations to your Club in the very worthwhile pro¬ 

ject of acquiring the Short Hills Wilderness Area. Having often walked 
in and enjoyed this lovely natural woodlands, I would be very happy if 
you will accept the enclosed contribution toward the Fund." 

G.H. 4.S.: "Congratulations to the Hamilton Club!" 

.and from a Member sending $30 donation - "I hope 199 others do the same thing." 

CHRISTMAS (1967) BIRD COUNT (HAMILTON) 

The 1967 Christmas Bird Count saw the highest number of species (100) 
recorded to date. Forty-seven annual Christmas Bird Counts have been held in 
Hamilton and a brief comparison of the number of birds observed is of interest. 

The 1967 total species was thirteen species above the ten-year average 
(1958-1967), while the total of 35,940 was 14,000 above the average for the 
corresponding period. 

1967 saw three species recorded for the first time, viz. House Wren , 
Orange-crowned Warbler, Nashville Warbler. This brings the total number of species 
recorded during forty-seven counts to 160. 

The numbers of the following species, which were all-time highs, have 
been recorded on the 1967 Christmas Bird Count, The previous high and year are 
shown in brackets. 

Blue-winged Teal 3 (1-1940,1943); Sparrow Hawk 50 (44-1961); Great Horned Owl 21 
(15-1948); Yellow-shafted Flicker 19 (14-1950); Blue Jay 362 (263-1963); Mocking¬ 
bird 3 (2-1966); Robin 39 (20-1963); Ruby-crowned Kinglet 6 (5-1960,1961,1963); 
Starling 20,700 (7,500-1957); Myrtle Warbler 5 (3-1960); Yellowthroat 3 (1-1943- 
1950,1958,1959,1965,1966); Common Grackle 20 (10-1964); Chipping Sparrow 10 - 
(2-1943,1961). 

Count of the following species tied the previous high total. The 
previous year is in brackets. 

Surf Scoter 1 (1940,1950,1960); Saw-whet Owl 1 (1950,1953,1957,1961,1962); 

Bohemian Waxwing 1 (1931,1961). 

Only the following 49 species have been recorded on all of the last ten 
Christmas Bird Counts (1958-1967 inclusive): 

Mallard Oldsquaw Sparrow Hawk 

Black Duck Common Merganser Ruffed Grouse 

Greater Scaup Red-breasted Merganser Ring-necked Pheasant 

Common Goldeneye Red-tailed Hawk Glaucous Gull 

Bufflehead Great Black-backed Gull 

(concluded on next page..,..) 
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CHRISTMAS (1967) BIRD COUNT (HAMILTON) - continued from previous page - 


Herring Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Mourning Dove 
Great Horned Owl 
Long-eared Owl 
Belted Kingfisher 


Black-capped Chickadee 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Winter Wren 
Robin 


Yellow-shafted Flicker Golden-crowned Kinglet 


Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Blue Jay 
Common Crow 


Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 
Starling 
House Sparrow 


Red-winged Blackbird 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Cardinal 
Common Redpoll 
Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
Slate-coloured Junco 
Tree Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 


(compiled by - John B. Miles) 
******************************** 


WOOD DUCK boxes in COOTES PARADISE - 

Mr. James Anderson gave a brief report on the status of the Wood Duck boxes which 
the Club erects and maintains. At the March meeting of the Executive, he stated 
that while banding totals for Wood Duck had been down in 1967, usage of the 
nesting boxes was high. Of 44 boxes erected in February 1967 - 3 were destroyed, 
19 had Wood Ducks, 3 had Grackles, 1 had Swallows and 3 had Screech Owls, as 
occupants. Mr. Anderson further reported that this year (1968) the work crew 
had erected 47 boxes and that 3 were already smashed by vandals. 

******************************* 


WORKSHOP DAY - SPOOKY HOLLOW SANCTUARY - SUNDAY. MARCH 17. 1968 

Fifteen members responded to the call to clear some of the trails following rather 
severe winter damage. They did an amazing amount of work in a comparatively short 
time. Mr. Ross McAndrew was the first to arrive with his chain saw and he forged 
through to be aided by Mr. Bob Bateman with his chain saw. This "mechanical power" 
made short work of what could have been a long and harrowing job with only axes 
and handsaws. Trails were marked with orange ribbon. The following Members of 
our Club worked diligently and we are grateful to them for their assistance - 
Mr. & Mrs. L.C. Kippers, Messrs. D. Wentzel, R. N. Lowes, M. Kettler, G. McBride, 

R. Doering, T. Bolanteau, W.R. Shivas; Mrs, Shivas, Mrs. McCormack, and Misses. 

E. Morris and A. Bowland. 

******************************** 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING - MONDAY. MARCH 11. 1968 

A good turnout of Members, augmented by visitors from the Colour Photo¬ 
graphic Club of Hamilton, were treated to a splendid showing of the wildlife 
treasures recorded in colour "Along Nature's Pathways" by Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
M. Smith. A high percentage of the colour slides were taken in our two sanctuary 
properties and we are sure that this will whet the appetites of the viewers to 
seek out these attractions themselves. 

Mr. Robert Challis chaired the meeting and following a brief business 
session anent Sanctuary announcements, refreshments were served which enabled 

those attending to, as the Walrus said "speak of many things".extending 

congratulations to Clarence and Stella Smith for their excellent work.and 

expressions of pleasure and commendation to our Club in its work of conservation. 


*************** 
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WEST COAST IMPRESSIONS 

- by Eric Walter Bastin 

To the aromatic pungency of conifers in the sun, that morning in July, 
a gentle breeze from the Pacific brought tang of ocean -- that curious mixture of 
brine with the rank, but not unpleasant smell of drying seaweed. Despite so rich a 
blend the woodland air had an all-pervading, life-giving freshness that served 
simultaneously as tonic and tranquilizer. 

The winding trail I had followed through Stanley Park, from Prospect 
Point perhaps two-thirds of a mile back, had been yielding underfoot, soft with the 
fallen needles of hemlock, redcedar and fir. Occasionally a silken thread of some 
spider's web would snare the face or arm of a walker; sometimes, too, an arching 
bramble would snag slacks or shirt momentarily. 

Beyond the trail's grassy border curved magnificent ferns, dark green, 
glossy and often as high as a man's head. There were several species, but western 
sword fern seemed most abundant. But it was the noble backdrop of trees that 
impressed most; wide-spreading maples, immense redcedars and towering Douglas-firs 
competed to reach the open, blue sky on all sides. Many of the gigantic conifers, 
up to ten feet in diameter at waist height, had been "topped" at a height of sixty 
to eighty feet -- but yet appeared to be at least two feet thick at the flat summit. 
It was in such a tree, a redcedar, that I had seen the eagles earlier on. In a 
ragged nest of stout sticks, perhaps seventy feet from earth, an adult bald eagle 
had tended its two dusky, bumbling young, as they moved awkwardly about, sometimes 
climbing out to a nearby limb to spread and exercise their strengthening wings. 

While I rested, musing, on a huge, fallen log I heard rapid footsteps. 
Then two long-distance runners, working-out in shorts and sweatshirts, appeared. 

As they passed I could hear their laboured breathing. Finally their footfalls died 
away, till nothing broke the silence but the diligent scratching of a nearby towhee 
among the debris of the forest floor. Then a sudden blast from a ship in the 
Narrows -- the Canadian Pacific's steamer from Nanaimo, probably -- started the 
gulls up from Siwash Rock. Its throaty basso profundo echoed from the cliffs, to 
send the gulls shrieking and wheeling above the treetops. Both the high-pitched 
screams of mew gulls and the lower, softer "Ka-ha-ha" calls of glaucous-winged 
gulls could be detected, A lone raven rose with them, adding its loud, guttural 
"Cr-r-r-uck" to the chorus. Minutes later all had quieted down, so that the faint 
sound of surf, breaking on the base of Siwash Rock as the tide returned, could be 
heard again. There came the thin, high notes of golden-crowned kinglets overhead, 
and an olive-sided flycatcher commenced calling clearly, from a distance. 

In the cool glade where I sat there was limited activity, too. Numer¬ 
ous huge, fallen trunks represented whole communities of living things; every inch 
of such a log or stump was occupied by a dense growth of lichens, mosses, ferns and 
tiny, seedling trees. As I examined one such, I heard the rising spirals of the 
Swainson's thrush in song, then again — and again. In a minute or two the bird 
appeared in the grass beside the trail, holding a small caterpillar in its beak. 

It stared at me while I remained motionless; then it moved a few steps along the 
trail and flew off into the dense shrubbery, still carrying its prey. A noisy, 
striped chickaree, dark brown above and light, tan underneath, scampered in the 
same general direction. This species is the red squirrel of western, coniferous 
forests. 

I was reflecting on the happy fact that there seemed to be no biting 
or stinging insects about -- I was in short sleeves and open-necked sports-shirt -- 
when voices of chickadees became audible. Soon they were overhead, in a darting, 
fussing, busy crowd. Through binoculars the rich, tan colour of the back and 
shoulders was seen easily, and I recognized them as chestnut-backed chickadees, a 
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NATURE RAMBLES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

It is a privilege to be stationed in British Columbia during the Winter 
months for there is still more freedom in the Vancouver and Victoria areas to 
enjoy the outdoors with somewhat less discomfort travel-wise than one might 
encounter in Ontario during late December and January. 

Christmas weekend in Victoria was marked with one day of sunshine and 
three of rain but with comparatively mild temperatures. Bird life along Marine 
Drive was in abundance, waterfowl predominating, and seen x*ere Western Grebe; 
Mallard, Canvasbaclc, American Widgeon, Greater Scaup, Barrow's Goldeneye, Buffle- 
head, Harlequin, Surf Scoter; Pelagic and Double-crested Cormorants were there in 
goodly numbers and amusing as they "rested" on large, drifting logs and rode with 
the current. Coots were also quite numerable. 

At Clover Point a large group of Black Turnstones were rapidly searching 
the ground for food and were quite unafraid as we stepped from the car. Glaucous¬ 
winged Gulls were very bold and as soon as we stopped the car, alit on the hood 
and fenders, staring at us greedily, and it is obvious that many persons arrive 
with a supply of stale bread and cake, and they assume this is the reason why one 
is there. 

Steller's Jays were seen but not in abundance. Walking near Thunderbird 
Park, in the shrubbery of the garden of Helmcken House, a large flock of friendly 
Common Bushtits beguiled us as they were so small and lively. 

In never-ending rain, and because we were in the region, we drove out to 
Francis Park, the Sanctuary administered by the Victoria Natural History Society. 
This was a most interesting area and we enjoyed it immensely in spite of the 
dampness (an understatement). The trees were huge, the growth on the ground was 
lush (the Tree, Fern and Feather mosses made my eyes pop - they were at least 
three times larger than those I am accustomed to seeing); many trees were fes¬ 
tooned with a type of Usnea moss, and the Madrone Trees were most attractive with 
their "rusty" coat while quantities of their orange berries were on the ground. 
And...wonders of wonders...I found one Calypso Orchid leaf. It was raining so 
hard that we did not descend into the bog area but stayed on the higher ground. 

We saw enough to make us realize that this is a fascinating area and well worth 
a visit. How we would love to see it "in season"! 

Back to Vancouver.and to learn that this year the Vancouver Society 

broke the record of the Victoria Club (who previously had had the largest Christ¬ 
mas Bird Count of any Club in Canada for many years) by one species. I do not 
know details of these counts, as the local papers do not, as our Hamilton 
Spectator does, give a real write-up of this event. So - a hearty "thank you" 
to our local paper for the splendid presentation they make each year on our behalf! 

On January 14, 1968, two friends took me on a Birding Trip to the newly- 
established Reifel Wildfowl Refuge near Ladner, B.C. on Westham Island, southwest 
of Vancouver. There is much to be done yet but in the comparatively short time 
they have had at their disposal, the B. C. Waterfowl Society has built dikes, 
completely fenced the property (plus electric wiring along the fences to keep out 
raccoons), built an elevated lookout, and a blind for the viewers, and hired a 
full-time Resident Warden, Mr. Brian Davies, who is a young man who obviously is 
an excellent choice for the post. 

This refuge is to be operated along the lines of Niska at Guelph, Ontario, 
and will eventually have representative species additional to those normally seen 
in British Columbia. 

Observed on the day of our outing were Coot, Baldpate, Canvasback, Pintail, 
Green-winged Teal, Mallard, Scaup, Common Goldeneye, Bufflehead; Snow Geese, 


continued next page, 





-94- 

NATURE RAMBLES IN BRITISH COLUMBIA (continued from previous page) - 

Ross ' Goose, Canada (and a species of Canada from the Queen Charlotte Islands), 

Blue Goose, White-fronted Goose, Cackling Goose; and Western Grebe. 

On our way to the Refuge, we saw a concentration of over 200 Ruddy Ducks, 
a Red-tailed Hawk, Glaucous-winged, Herring and Mew Gulls, and a Robin. 

While hiking along the dikes, we saw more Great Blue Herons than I have 
ever seen in one place before, and many Short-eared Owls. Flocks of Purple Finch, 
Evening Grosbeak, Starlings, Brex^er's Blackbirds, Black-capped Chickadees, Crested 
Mynahs, Red-winged Blackbirds, Brown-headed Cowbirds, Rufus-sided (spotted) Towhees, 
Oregon Juncoes, and House Sparrows. Seen as well were individual Song Sparrows, 
a Winter Wren and several Yellow-shafted Flickers. 

All in all - a very rewarding day with a total of 39 species'. 

There has been great excitement in the sighting of an Emperor Goose near 
White Rock, B.C., which is on the mainland a few miles northeast of the Reifel 
Refuge. At last word, it was believed that the bird was ill, and it is my under¬ 
standing that the Society was going to attempt to capture it and take it to the 
refuge. 

Just prior to our return East, on Saturday, February 10, 1968, to be exact, 
we motored south into the State of Washington, turned off to the West at Mount 
Vernon, and drove to Anacortes, Washington, intending to take the ferry to Vancouver 
Island. The ferry would not leave until early evening, so we proceeded to explore 
Fidalgo and Whidbey Islands, entering the State Park, and making our first stop at 
Rosario Beach. What an exquisite day'. The sun was bright and we saw families 
picnicking, beachcombing and just a-settin' in the sun with the temperature near 
60°. The writer, as is her wont, strolled off the main path and about six feet in, 
growing in luxurious moss, were three varieties of orchid side by side - a Calypso 
with the flower stem already evident, and two varieties of Rattlesnake Orchid - 
Goodyera oblongifolia (so prevalent on the Bruce Peninsula, and keeping it company, 
Goodyera tesselata. Time was short and I was not garbed for botanical forays or 
I xrould be there yet'. On rejoining my friends, my husband stood, proudly pointing 
to his discovery of the day - a Dandelion (our first for 1968) in full bloom. 

Our next stop was Deception Pass where the scenery was magnificent. The 
name is attributed to Captain Vancouver, who named it so when he was seeking the 
western route to China. Here were lovely Madrone trees and Mahonia, or Oregon 
Grape, growing wild. 

Driving south on Whidbey Island, we passed through an area called "Rhodo¬ 
dendron Park" and what a gorgeous sight this must be when they are in bloom - all 
growing wild and in their natural habitat. 

At the ferry dock, where we embarked to go to Everett, Washington, thirty 
miles north of Seattle, numerous cormorants were seen on the pilings in the dock 
area. 

It is a day we will long remember and especially so, for as I am terminat¬ 
ing this writing, I am back home in Dundas, Ontario, and the temperature is at 
zero or below. It is a rather rude awakening after experiencing the brilliant 
sunshine and seeing crocus in bloom and hyacinths emerging outdoors in Vancouver 
but twenty-four hours ago'. 

February, 1968 
MSS 

ANNUAL MEETING OF FEDERATION OF ONTARIO NATURALISTS will be held in Peterborough, 
Ontario, the last weekend in April. Contact - F.O.N., 1262 Don Mills Road, Don 
Mills, Ontario, if you are interested in attending this very informative meeting. 

***** 
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THE CRESTED MYNAH IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Reaching Vancouver early in December, 1967, for temporary residence I w; 
aroused the first morning by the chatter of imitative birds strange to my eyes. 

Apparently we were situated fairly near the winter roost of a colony of 
Crested Mynahs, and for the duration of my stay, I was able to observe them at 
close proximity each day. 


Crested Mynahs (Acridotheres cristatellus) are shown with the Family 
"Sturnidae" in the Golden Field Guide of "Birds of America", Page 243. Violet 
Meekins Maclcay and William M. Hughes of Vancouver are authors of a paper on the 
Crested Mynah, which appeared in The Canadian Field Naturalist, July-September, 
1963, issue. Therefore, much of the pertinent information in this article has been 
gleaned from their writing. 

The Crested Mynahs are described as short-tailed, dark, fat-bodied birds, 
recognized by white wing patches in contrast with black wings and bodies, and a 
short crest on the forehead. 


They are native to southeast Asia and were introduced into Vancouver, B.C. 
m the 1890 s, apparently by an Oriental resident of the city. 

Mackay and Hughes commenced field studies in the Vancouver Area in 1959 
investigating distribution numbers and nesting habits. 

At first it was feared that the Crested Mynahs might become a serious 
pest on the Pacific Coast, as their aggressiveness and gregarious habits had 
firmly established them in Formosa, the Philippines and Japan. However, they appear 
to be confined to the immediate vicinity of Greater Vancouver, with a small colony 
on Vancouver Island at Nanaimo, B.C. 

In 1920, the population was estimated at 1,200. Numbers increased in the 
next five years to an estimated 7,000, with a maximum population of 20,000 
reported in 1927. The aggregate population reported for 1959 was about 2,500. 

Crested Mynahs gather in large flocks to roost, in Winter. My observation 
of the winter roost quite near to my residence, would be that this particular 
group has a population of slightly over 100 birds. 

It would appear that the Crested Mynah is an urban dweller in Vancouver, 
as in treed areas such as Stanley Park, they are conspicuously absent. 

Crested Mynahs seem to prefer natural cavities to next boxes and while 
they are known to nest in colonies in their native habitat, this has not been 
observed in the Vancouver Area. Nests in the city are usually located in telephone 
pole cavities, bird houses in residential areas, and about older buildings which 
afford a nearly-enclosed nesting shelter. Nest sites vary in height from a low of 
only four feet above the ground in a tree, to others sixty feet up in tall trees. 

^st is untidy and comprises coarse dead grass, feathers, green leaves 
(which are constantly being added during the incubating stage), charred paper, bits 
3nd tiair ’ grass roots, twigs, and curiously enough - a bit of cellophane. 
(Cellophane appears to have replaced the snake skins which have been observed in 
nests in the Orient), 

Nest building is commenced when the mean temperature is near or slightly 
under 50° F. and incubation begins with the laying of the final egg and lasts 
14 days. The study of Mackay and Hughes indicated that on the average it took 
40 days from the laying of the first egg until the fledging of the young. Most 
frequently, the clutches contained 5 eggs, although as few as 3 eggs and as many 
as 6 were laid. The colour of the egg is nearly the same as that of the Robin - 
a light blue-green with no markings. 


concluded next page, 
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THE CRESTED MYNAH IN BRITISH COLUMBIA (continued from previous page) - 

Hatched nestlings are sooty black with white wing patches, blue eyes and 
feet and legs horn-like in colour. The crest is acquired after the post-juvenile 
molt when the plumage comes in glossy black, and the iris of the eye has become 
yellow with a thin outer rim of orange. 

Observation reveals that the incidence of hatching loss is high in the 
Crested Mynah group. Mackay and Hughes report that in 1959, a total of 97 eggs 
were laid but 63 did not hatch. This was due partly to egg destruction (20%) 
but primarily to a failure in the hatching process itself (71%). In 1959 European 
Starlings (the close relative of the Crested Mynah) attempted to take over the 
nesting sites. Although they were unsuccessful, Mackay and Hughes report that it 
may have had a disturbing influence on the Crested Mynahs under observation, as 
during the period several clutches were destroyed. It appears that the birds 
under observation had a poor reproduction rate which resulted from difficulty 
during the incubation stage rather than after it. 

In summary.the adult Crested Mynah is a wary bird, seeming to prefer 

to associate with its own kind. It has a distinctive and melodious song but it 
also mimics those of other birds (Mackay and Hughes especially noting the call of 
the Redwing Blackbird). Since the introduction of this bird to Vancouver over 
seventy years ago, it has not spread significantly and still remains confined 
to the general area of Greater Vancouver, with a small resident population in 
Nanaimo, B.C, There does not seem to be any threat that the Crested Mynah will 
become the menace that the European Starling has become, as records indicate a 
sharp numerical decline in population over the years. The Birds still gather in 
large roosts over the winter months but spread throughout the built-up areas during 
the breeding season. 

The writer is deeply indebted to Miss Mackay for supplying a copy of the 
article from The Canadian Field Naturalist and from which details have been 
excerpted. 

Vancouver, B.C. 

January, 1968 

MSS nmmmmmmmmmmmm** 

BOOKS for NATURE LOVERS in the Arts & Science Department, Hamilton Public Library 

THE EVOLUTION OF CANADA*S FLORA edited by Roy L. Taylor and R.A. Ludwig, describes 
Canada's flora as being unique in its newness and still in the process of evolving. 
Contains some distinctly Canadian aspects of botany. 

PLANT ANATOMY by Katherine Esau - 2nd edition of a work described as one of the 
finest texts and reference works on plant anatomy. 

PLANTS OF THE WORLD by H.C.D. de Wit - 2nd volume. The 2-volume set covers 261 
plant families, ref * renting some 4,500 species. 

JOHN TORREY, 1796-18/3 - the story of North American botany by Andrew Denny 
Rogers III. Here was a man who performed the first great systematic xrork on a 
continental scale. To him came most of the botanical materials gathered by all the 
great expeditions of his time. He was instructor, consultant or associate of every 
prominent North American botanist of the day. 

THE LIFE OF THE GREEN PLANT by Arthur W. Galston - an up-to-date account of the 
life processes of the green plant,stressing the significance of the green plant in 
the economy of nature to expand the food supply for the increasing world population. 
THE NATURAL HISTORY OF PALMS by E.J.H. Copner - what palms are, whence they have 
come and where they stand in the progress of nature. This land plant manifests 
itself in more than two thousand species and several hundred genera - plants as 
old, if not older, than any other form of flowering plant. 


***************** 




COMING EVENTS 


COMING EVENTS 


K MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING - MONDAY. APRIL 8. 1968 

* at 8:00 P.M. at the Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens 

Speaker - MISS RHBTA FIELD of Tillsonburg, Ontario 

It is a few years since Miss Field has paid a visit to 
our Club. She is an excellent naturalist, a most enter¬ 
taining and enthusiastic speaker, and you will be missing 
a real treat if you do not attend to hear of her journeys 
and experiences in the world of natural history. 




* Visitors welcome 


Refreshments will be served * 
* 

***************************************************** 


for APRIL. 1968 


SUNDAY. APRIL 7. 1968 ■ 


to OAK ORCHARD SWAMP near Lockport, New York, to observe 
CANADA GEESE. Bring Lunch. Contact R. Challis - 
'phone 634-2267 - for meeting time and place. 

********************************************************************************* 
AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM 

The final in the present series will be presented at Scott Park Secondary 
School Auditorium on King Street East at 8:00 P.M., on WEDNESDAY, APRIL 10, 1968. 
The Speaker will be Mary Jane Dockeray and her subject "THESE THINGS ARE OURS". 

************** A*********************************^*******^.^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

NOTICE 


NOTICE 


NOTICE 


KEITH SALISBURY of 3359 Guildwood Drive, Burlington, Ontario (a Junior Member) is 
assisting a wildlife biologist in Edmonton with a comparison project on Hawks and 
Owls. Keith requests that any knowledge of locations of nests or data be forwarded 
to him.as an assistance to him in this very worthwhile project. 
******************************************* AAA * f( * AAVcA . VAAVfAAV , AAA>VA ^ AAA ^ AA ^ V5 , oVVo ^ v ^ AA 
JUNIOR MEMBERS - The Monthly Meeting of the Junior Club will be held at the 
Headquarters of the Royal Botanical Gardens at 7:00 P.M., MONDAY, APRIL 8, 1968. 

Wood Duck for details regarding transportation if you need*it 

WEST COAST IMPRESSIONS by E. W. Bastin - conti n ued from page 92 

species not seen previously by me. A familiar robin foraged in the underbrush 
close by. Moments later, I was to add another, new, "Life" bird to my list, as a 
dark, blue shape flew silently from one side of the clearing to the other. Larger 
than our blue jay, it showed no white at all, but a conspicuous blackish crest and 
head, contrasting with blue body, wings and tail. I did not need to check the 
field-guide to identify my first Steller's jay — a noisy resident of the coastal, 
coniferous woods. 

Awareness of other sounds grew. There were the distant drone of a 
patrolling aircraft up-coast near Horseshoe Bay and a faint, steady murmur of 
motor traffic from Lion's Gate Bridge. Twentieth-century man was intruding again 
And so I shouldered the haversack, brushed dead needles from my slacks, and 
ambled on into the quiet, cool cathedral of the woodlands. 
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NOTEWORTHY cIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to March 25, 1968 - 112 

* - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 


Common Loon 

Mar. 

Red-necked Grebe 

Feb. 

Horned Grebe 

Mar. 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Mar. 

Great Blue Heron 

Jan. 


Feb. 

Whistling Swan 

Mar. 


Mar. 


Mar. 

Canada Goose 

Feb. 


Mar. 


Mar. 

Gadwall 

Feb. 


Mar. 

Pintail 

Mar. 

Green-winged Teal 

Mar. 

clue-winged Teal 

Mar. 

American Widgeon 

Feb. 


Mar. 

Shoveler 

Mar. 


Mar. 

Wood Duck 

Mar. 

Redhead 

Jan. 


Feb. 

Ring-necked Duck 

Mar. 

Canvasback 

Mar. 

Lesser Scaup 

Mar. 


Mar. 

White-winged ScoterFeb. 


Mar. 

Ruddy Duck 

Mar. 

Hooded Merganser 

Mar. 

Red-breasted 

Mar. 

Merganser 

Mar. 

Goshawk 

Mar. 

Cooper's Hawk 

Mar. 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Mar. 

Red-shouldered 

Mar. 

Hawk 

Mar. 

Rough-legged Hawk 

Mar. 

Marsh Hawk 

Mar. 

American Coot 

Mar. 

Killdeer 

Mar. 

American Woodcock 

Mar. 

Greater Yellowlegs Mar. 

Glaucous Gull 

Mar. 

Iceland Gull 

Mar. 


Mar. 

Kumlien's Gull 

Mar. 


1 La Salle Park 

2 Burlington Golf Club 

2 La Salle Park 

3 Burlington 
1 Ancaster 

1 Hornby 
25 La Salle Park 
69 La Salle Park 
193 North Shore of Bay 
20 over Dundurn Street 
20 over Delta Collegiate 
15 North Shore of Bay 
6 Port Credit 

5 Carroll's Point 
80 Bull's Poiht 

3 Dundas Hydro Station 

4 Carroll's Point 

1 Port Credit 

2 La Salle Park 

10 North Shore of Bay 
2 Carroll's Point 
2 Dundas Marsh 

6 Clarkson 

1 Indian Point 

5 La Salle Park etc. 

17 La Salle Park 

1 Lake Ont. at Gray's Rd 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

3 Port Credit 

1 Van Wagner's Beach 

1 La Salle Park 

2 La Salle Park 

2 Lake at Gray's Road 
20 Catholic Cemetery 
1 Mud St. & Hwy. 20 
1 North Shore of Bay 
28 Mount Albion 

1 Grimsby Beach 

2 Mount Albion 
2 Mount Albion 

1 Bell School Line 

2 cull's Point 

5 North Shore; Dundas 
1 Horning Mountain Road 
1 Mud St. W. of 20 Huy. 

1 Woodland Cemetery 
1 curlington Golf Club 
1 York on Grand River 
1 La Salle Park 


24 * 

24* 

16 * 

21 * 

28* 

15* 
16 
21 
16F 
15 
23 
25 
23 F 
19F 
24* 
23* 
25 
17F 
18* 

23 
21F 
14* 
24F 
18* 
16F 
17F 

24 
4* 

17 

20 * 

21 * 

17F 

23 

22 * 

23 F 
19F 

7* 

19 

19 

3 

19F 

16 * 

19* 

19* 

19F 

23* 

24 
18* 


William Smith 
George W. North 
G. W. North 
Robt. Curiy, G. North 
Helmut Roessler 
"Neighbourly News" 
Michael Dyer 
Thelma Powell, North 
D. K. & Th. Powell 
Suz. & Toss Lawrie 
Gary Rousseau 
David K. Powell 
George & Laurel North 
G. W. North 
John Woodcock 
G. W. North 
G. W. North 
G. & L. North 
John Cumming 
Thelma Powell 
G. W. North 
G. W. North 
Eric Nasmith 
G. W. North 
G. North, Th. Powell 
G. W. North 
.G. W. North 
G. W. North 
R. A. H. Westmore 
G. North, J. Cumming 
G. W. North 
R. Curry, G. North 
G. & L. North 
D. K. Powell, North 
William Smith 
D. K. Powell 
Gary Rousseau 
George Meyers 
Gary Rousseau 
Gary Rousseau 
G. & L. North 
John Woodcock 
Th. Powell; G. Rousseau 
G. V/. North (Warwick 
Gary Rousseau, Russell 
G. W. North 

G. W. North 

H. Moore, W. Smith 
G. W. North 
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Herring Gull 

Feb. 

24F 

1000 Centre of Harbour 

G. W. North 

Ring-billed Gull 

Feb. 

24 F 

50 Centre of Harbour 

G. ¥. North 

Mourning Dove 

Feb. 


35 Oakville 

Dr. D. R. Gunn 


Mar. 

23 F 

1 Waterdown 

G. W. North 

Great Horned Owl 

Mar. 

16 N 2E hatching Coldspring Ck. 

Gary Rousseau 


Mar. 

24 

2 Westdale Park 

Alf Epp. A. B. Nind 

Snowy Owl 

Mar. 

16 

1 Wellington near Mohawk Robert K. Sargeant 


Mar. 

17 

1 Mohawk near Wellington G. & L. North 

Barred Owl 

Jan. 

9* 

1 Lome Park 

bramfit 


Mar. 

3 

1 U. Middle Rd. & Walker's L. Keith Salisbury 


Mar. 

10 

1 Sulphur Springs 

G. & L. North 

Saw-whet Owl 

Feb. 

13* 

1 H. A. A. A. Grounds 

G. VI. North 

Belted Kingfisher 

Feb. 

20 

1 Hendrie Park 

W. A. T. Gilmour 

Yellow-b, SapsuckerMar. 

7* 

1 Westdale Park 

John Woodcock 

Eastern Phoebe 

Mar. 

15* 

1 Burlington 

Mark Jennings 

Tufted Titmouse 

Feb. 

4 

1 Romar Dr., Dundas 

John Woodcock 

Carolina Wren 

Jan. 

■5!- 

1 Oakville 

Dr. D. R. Gunn 


Mar. 

3 

1 Bull's Lane 

J. Harvey ’Williams 

Long-b. Marsh Wren Mar. 

2 

1 University Landing 

Alan Wormington 

crown rnrasner 

Jan. 

2 * 

1 Port Credit 

Irene Goldhamer 

Robin 

Mar. 

9F 

1 Westdale 

Alan Wormington 


Mar. 

10 

34 Sulphur Springs 

G. & L. North 

Eastern Bluebird 

Mar. 

16* 

1 Mud St. & 2nd Rd. E. 

R. K. Sargeant 

Cedar Waxwing 

Feb. 

25 

14 Westdale Park 

Alf Epp 


Mar. 

17 

15 Sulphur Springs 

Robert Curry 

Eastern Meadowlark Mar. 

18F 

2 North Shore of Bay 

Thelma Powell 

Red-wing.blackbird Mar. 

10F 

12 Coldspring Creek 

Gary Rousseau 


Mar. 

20 

800 Dundas Marsh 

G. W. North 

Common Grackle 

Mar. 

7F 

1 Skyway Toll Gates 

George Bryant 


Mar. 

16 

5 North Shore blvd. 

Thelma Powell 


Mar. 

20 

300 Dundas Marsh 

G. W. North 

brown-headed 

Mar. 

19F 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

G. W. North 

Cowbird 

Mar. 

20 

300 Dundas Marsh 

G. W. North 

Evening Grosbeak 

Feb. 

4* 

20 Westdale; Romar Dr. 

J. B. Miles; Woodcock 


Feb. 

4 

15 Port Credit 

Charlotte Gunn 


Feb. 

25 

8 Oak Knoll Dr.; Romar Dr.Alf Epp, G. North 


Mar. 

24 

6 Sulphur Springs 

G. & L. North 

Purple Finch 

Mar. 

5* 

1 Mineral Springs 

George Bryant 


Mar. 

24 

10 Sulphur Springs 

bob Doering 

Pine Siskin 

Mar. 

24 * 

1 Sulphur Springs 

G. VI. North 

Red Crossbill 

Mar. 

5* 

4 Sulphur Springs 

George Bryant 


Mar. 

17 

14 Sulphur Springs 

Robert Curry 


Mar. 

24 

8 Sulphur Springs 

G. & L. North 

Rulous-sided TowheeMar. 

6 

1 Upper Middle Road 

George Bryant 

Grasshopper SparrowJaii. 

3* 

1 Port Credit 

Barry Jones 

Oregon Junco 

Mar. 

17 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Robert Curry 

White-throated 

Jan. 

1 * 

3 Port Credit 

Irene Goldhamer 

Sparrow 

Mar. 10, 24 

1 Mineral Springs Road 

G. & L. North 

Fox Sparrow 

Mar. 

6 

1 Upper Middle Road 

George Bryant 

Snow bunting 

Mar. 

17 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Robert Curry 


Please send your reports to Mr. George North, 249 Charlton Ave. W. 
Hamilton, Ont., telephone 522-6082, by the 15th day of each month/ 



DONATION FORM 


for - SHORT HILLS WILDERNESS AREA FUND 


Date, 


Mr. 

Mrs._ 

Miss 


ADDRES S__ 

(Street and Number) 


(City,Town, Province and Zone Number where necessary) 


Please send cheques or Money Orders made payable to - "HAMILTON NATURALISTS' 

CLUB" 


mailing to the Sanctuary Director - Mrs. W. Robert S hives, 

18 Rowanwood Avenue, 
Dundas, Ontario. 


DONATION RECEIPTS WILL BE ISSUED IF REQUESTED 


Remarks (if any) 









HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB 
MAIN POST OFFICE BOX 384 
HAMILTON ONTARIO CANADA 

Authorized as second class mail by 
the Post Office Department, Ottawa, 
and for payment of postage in cash. 


Dr. 4 Mrs. Ed Dinniwell 
7 Esquire Place, 
Hamilton, Ontario. 



